
DIARY OF THE COMING WEEK 

 Morning Prayer Mon, Tues, Weds, Thurs and Friday at 9.15am 

House Groups meet this week 

Tues 17th 11.00am Ribston Carol Service 

 2.30pm Teapots 

 7.30pm Music Group 

Weds 18th 10.00am Holy Communion  

 2.30pm Crypt Set up 

 6.00pm Community Choir 

Thurs 19th  All Day Crypt School Practise and Carol Service 7pm 

Sun 22nd 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Sunday Worship with Communion 

 6.30pm Youth Band with Christmas Band 

 

Please remember in your prayers this week: 
For our church:  
• Ministry Team: Clergy and Readers. 

• School and Community Carol Services being held at St Barnabas. 

For the wider church:  
• Central America, El Salvador, Bishop Juan David Alvarado Melgar.            

Nigeria, Sokoto, Bishop Augustin Omole 
• Longborough C of E Primary School, Alexandra Symondson (Head teacher), St 

David’s C of E Primary Academy, Moreton-in-Marsh, Jennifer Walker 
(Headteacher). 

For our community: 
• Oliver Close and Finlay Primary School.  

• Local shops and business serving people at this busy time. 

• Those who live in Dickens Close and Eardisland Road. 

• The sick: Janet, Suzie, Richard, Colin, Tim, Mick, Joan, Noel, Julia, Rachel,   

Christopher, Ray, Ruby, Clare, Mary, David and Kay. 
• Those who have died: Keith Bedwell, Terence Phelps, George Ashmead and 

those who grieve. 

Parish office:  Tues and Thurs   10am – 12noon  524173     
office@stbarnabasgloucester.org.uk 
 

Revd Sarah Todd (Curate) 07534720160      stbarnabascurate@gmail.com   

Myra Bowen - Davies (Churchwarden) 302508  myrabowendavies@me.com 
 

Katherine Kear (Churchwarden) 528508   katherine@katherinekear.co.uk 
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8.00am  Holy Communion 
 
10.00am  Family Praise 
 
11.30am  Holy Communion 
 
 
                                      ……………………………………………….. 
 
 

 

Next Sunday: 22nd December 
 
 

8.00am  Holy Communion 
 
10.00am  Sunday Worship with Communion 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Welcome to St Barnabas.  
We are delighted to welcome you and hope you enjoy worshipping here. Please 
introduce yourself and fill in a yellow welcome card to keep in touch.  Coffee, tea and 
cold drinks are served after our worship. If you would like to pray with someone, 
please make your way to the Lady Chapel after the service.  
Contact the church office if you would like to receive this news sheet on email.  



 

The Collect and Readings for Sunday 15th December 
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and  rejoice  with  joy  and  singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 
majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of the LORD, the  
majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak 
hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say 
to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be 
strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He 
will  come  with  vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall 
be opened, and the ears of the deaf un-
stopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for 
joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilder-
ness, and streams in the desert; the burning 
sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals 
shall become a swamp, the grass shall be-
come reeds and rushes. A highway shall be 
there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall 
be for God’s people;  no traveller, not even 
fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, but the re-
deemed shall walk there. And the ransomed 
of the LORD shall return,  and come to Zion 
with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon 
their heads; they shall obtain joy and glad-
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Page 678 in the Church Bible 

Matthew 11:2-11 
When John heard in prison what the Mes-
siah  was  doing,  he  sent  word  by 
his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the 
one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lep-
ers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offence at me.’ 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds about John: ‘What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? What then did you go 
out  to  see?  Someone  dressed  in  soft 
robes? Look, those who wear soft robes 
are in royal palaces. What then did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 
more than a prophet. This is the one about 
whom it is written, “See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way before you.” Truly I  tell  you, 
among those born of women no one has 
arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet 
the  least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
greater than he. 
 
Page 10 in the Church Bible 

The Collect 
God for whom we watch and wait, 

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the 
way of your Son: give us courage to 
speak the truth, to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 

with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Readings for next week:  
Psalm 80.1-3 

Isaiah 7.10-16, Matthew 1.18-end 

News and Events 
Christmas Flowers - Rosemary Watkin is happy to collect any donations towards the 
cost of the Christmas Flowers. 
 
Christmas Stocking Appeal– This year we are supporting local charity EMMAUS, If 
you would like to make a donation instead of sending Christmas cards to your friends in 
the  congregation, please sign your name on the Christmas card on the notice board 
and place your donation in the Christmas stocking provided.  Thank you. 
 
Christmas Fayre - Thanks so much for supporting the Fayre, from helpers who  
donated their time, to those who gave raffle prizes, books, cakes etc. Special thanks to 
John from Teapots who was a wonderful Santa, and Graham from Footlights who  
provided the fantastic background music which everyone enjoyed. It was a lovely Fayre, 
enjoyed by all, and the total made for church funds was £678.48. Thanks again, the 
Events Committee 
 
LAST CALL for Carol Singing - We are planning to sing some Carols around all the 
Care homes in our parish on the 17th December between 3.30 & 7.30pm working in 
teams. If you are interested please contact Ellie Todd  (07772894187). 
  
Christmas Flower Decoration Make and Take - Back by popular demand, Friday 
20th December, in the small hall at 2pm, or the large hall from 7pm. Booking essential 
by 9th December, please, to Katherine K. Tickets £20 per person, which includes every-
thing to make either a  festive door wreath, Christmas grave wreath or a festive table 
design. Just turn up with a pair of flower cutters.   

Christmas Day Lunch - A wonderful Christmas Day lunch for the community on 
Christmas Day £7.50 from 12pm. For more information see the sign-up sheet at the 
back of Church or call Kathryn Hargreaves on 01452 501145. 

Looking Forward - 29th December there will be one service only, 9am Communion 
with Carols. 

Epiphany - 5th January 2020 (!) we have been asked to trial The Church of England 
“Beyond the Stable” and will be having an all age communion service at 10.00am, with 
the laying of gifts at the crib. All Welcome to join together to celebrate the New Year. 

Important dates: 
24th Dec Crib Service 4pm 
24th Dec Midnight Communion 11pm 
25th Dec Christmas Celebration & Communion 9am 
29th Dec Communion with Carols 9am 
5th Jan Epiphany Service 10am 


