
Stay at home and…. 
READ A GOOD BOOK! 

 
The Mirror and the Light : Hilary Mantel 
With The Mirror and the Light, Hilary Mantel brings to a triumphant close the tril-
ogy she began with Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies. She traces the final years of 
Thomas Cromwell, the boy from nowhere who climbs to the heights of power, of-
fering a defining portrait of predator and prey, of a ferocious contest between pre-
sent and past, between royal will and a common man’s vision: of a modern nation 
making itself through conflict, passion and courage. 
 
Available on Amazon   £12.49 (kindle e-book) 
 

Stay at home and…. 
WATCH A GOOD FAMILY FILM 

 
 

Incredible 2 : Netflix  
The Incredibles was such an instant classic that many were worried 
that even an OK sequel would tarnish its legacy. Fortunately, this se-
quel packs enough pizzazz and heart to sit side-by-side with its prede-
cessor. Vibrating with a wonderful jazzy soundtrack and inventive 
visuals, The Incredibles 2 is a joy to watch. Story-wise, everybody's 
favourite super-powered family is back, and dealing with the immediate 
aftermath of the original film: a society that wants to ban their abilities. 
Scenes featuring Bob (voiced by Craig T. Nelson) dealing with the 
uber-powered Jack Jack steal the show, and function as fantastic cen-
trepieces. And until Disney Plus takes it away 2020, Incredibles 2 is 
definitely one of the best family movies on Netflix. 
93% Rotten Tomatoes 
 

Stay at home and…. 
GET FIT 

Climb the stairs a few times. Don’t forget to use the hand rail.  Do 
some digging in the garden or a bit of weeding  If you are younger or 
feeling more energetic—don’t forget the Joe Wicks PE Lesson!   
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Sunday Livestream Worship Schedule—March 29th 2020 
Lent 5: Passion Sunday—CLOCKS SPRING FORWARD! 

Live Stream on our Facebook Page 
 

10.00am  All Age Worship for Passiontide 
7.00 pm  Live Stream Lectio Divina with Sarah 
7.00 pm.  Live Stream Youth Alpha with Ian  
 
                              …………………………………………………………… 

 
Next Sunday: 5th April 2020: Palm Sunday 

 
Live Stream on our Facebook Page 

10.00 am   All Age Worship for Palm Sunday 
5.30 pm  Live Stream Worship 
 
 
 
 
Sign up at: 
www.facebook.com/stbarnabasglos 
 

Hello to you all.  
Welcome to this week’s Church Matters Newsletter  This enlarged newsletter 
aims to keep church family in contact, share prayer requests, strengthen our 
discipleship and bring us closer together while we are unable to gather.  If you are 
receiving this newsletter but aren't on the mailing list then please contact Sarah on 
07534 720160 or revsarahtodd@gmail.com 



Reading for Passion Sunday:  John 11, 1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus 
of Bethany, the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with 
perfume and wiped his feet with her 
hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3 So the sisters sent a message to 
Jesus,[a] ‘Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.’ 4 But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, ‘This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, 
so that the Son of God may be glo-
rified through it.’ 5 Accordingly, 
though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, 6 after having 
heard that Lazarus[b] was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place 
where he was. Then after this he 
said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to 
Judea again.’ 8 The disciples said to 
him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now 
trying to stone you, and are you 
going there again?’ 9 Jesus answered, 
‘Are there not twelve hours of day-
light? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they 
see the light of this world. 10 But 
those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.’ 
11 After saying this, he told them, 
‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.’ 
12 The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if 
he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.’ 13 Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told 
them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15 For 
your sake I am glad I was not there, 

so that you may believe. But let us 
go to him.’ 16 Thomas, who was 
called the Twin,[c] said to his fellow-
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.’ 17 When Jesus 
arrived, he found that Lazarus[d] had 
already been in the tomb for four 
days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jeru-
salem, some two miles[ way, 19 and 
many of the Jews had come to Mar-
tha and Mary to console them about 
their brother. 20 When Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, 
if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22 But even 
now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.’ 23 Jesus 
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 
again.’ 24 Martha said to him, ‘I know 
that he will rise again in the resur-
rection on the last day.’ 25 Jesus said 
to her, ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life.[f] Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe 
this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah,[g] 
the Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.’ 28 When she had 
said this, she went back and called 
her sister Mary, and told her pri-
vately, ‘The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.’ 29 And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not 
yet come to the village, but was still 
at the place where Martha had met 

5th April   
Palm Sunday 1000 Worship on Palm Sunday  
     Let’s celebrate Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem together!  
    
6th - 8th April 1930 Live Stream Evening Mediation    
Holy Week   A quiet space with God   
 
9th April  1800 Live stream Agape Worship  
Maundy Thursday  A special act of fellowship together with the breaking of bread 
 
     
10th April  1000 Messy Easter at home 
Good Friday  A fun morning for all ages.  Come 
    with the family, celebrate, make,  
    eat and explore 
   1400 Worship—The Last Hour 
    Worship, Words and Music  
 
12th April   
Easter Day  1000  Sunday Worship with 
    Communion and Easter Egg making! 
    Christ is risen Alleluia!  
 
 

Easter 2020 
St Barnabas Gloucester 



News  
Coronavirus - In light of the Government guidance around non-essential contact, the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued advice that public worship is suspended 
until further notice. All gathered worship, meetings and groups are cancelled. The church 
buildings are now closed to keep people safe from infection.   Stay at home but 
continue to pray, to love and to care for the vulnerable.  
 
The Revd Sarah Todd - Sarah is still working from home and is happy to hear from you.  
Please pray for her and for Ian and the children. 
 
The Church Office - Although the Office is closed, Marge is working from home and is 
happy to answer any of your questions if she can! The “opening” hours are the same Tues 
and Thurs 10-12. 
 
Barnabas Buddies - Given the current government guidelines we are aware that many of 
our immediate congregation and those who benefit from our organisations will miss the 
regular contact and experience of being amongst a community. We are hoping a regular 
‘Barnabas Buddy ‘ system can be set up in conjunction with already existing visiting 
arrangements, but all now on a totally phone based operation.  
If you or anyone you know in the parish feels you could be a phone buddy or you know of 
someone isolated, lonely and in need of a chat then please call Katherine the 
Churchwarden on 528508 or email katherine@katherinekear.co.uk.  
 
Daily Prayer will live stream on the Facebook page at 1000 and 2100. Prayer changes 
things - and your prayers matter.   
 
Worship will be live streamed on Facebook each Sunday at 1000 and in the evening. There 
will also be prayer reflections on a Wednesday morning. Lent group will be streamed each 
Wednesday evening at 1930.  If you need help in getting onto social media to get 
connected, please ring Sarah on 07534 720160. If you can’t access these, or indeed even if 
you can, you are invited to pray the Lord’s Prayer together at 0915 in the morning and 
2115 in the evening, beginning and ending the day in prayer together.  There are also 
prayers for home use included in this news sheet.  
 
NHS Volunteer Responders - NHS Volunteer Responders is a new group that will carry 
out simple, non-medical tasks to support people in England who have been asked to shield 
themselves from coronavirus because of underlying health conditions. They will be used by 
healthcare professionals to make sure people who are highly vulnerable to coronavirus 
(COVID-19) are able to stay safe and well at home. Find out more here https://
www.goodsamapp.org/nhs 
 
Messy Church at Home—Messy Church is now weekly.  Visit our Facebook groups and 
enjoy stories, worship and activities at 1030 and 1600 with the team. 
 
Lent Group—The Pilgrim Way Thanks so much for all who took part.  We have had 
some requests for a Facebook bible study group and Sarah is thinking on it!  

him. 31 The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get 
up quickly and go out. They followed 
her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. 
32 When Mary came where Jesus was 
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have 
died.’ 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 
spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 
‘Where have you laid him?’ They said 
to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35 Jesus 
began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, 
‘See how he loved him!’ 37 But some of 
them said, ‘Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept 
this man from dying?’ 8 Then Jesus, 
again greatly disturbed, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. 39 Jesus said, ‘Take away 
the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been 
dead for four days.’ 40 Jesus said to her, 
‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of God?’ 41 So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. 42 I 
knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.’ 43 When he 
had said this, he cried with a loud 
voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 

‘Unbind him, and let him go.’  
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who 
had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him.  

Reflection 

Our readings today are about death 
and Life and love and there are 
questions.  Why did Jesus not go 
immediately to the side of Lazarus 
and Mary and Martha, for he loved 
that family very much? Do we won-
der why God doesn’t seem to act 
immediately when we need him? 
After all we are his children and he 
loves us dearly.  Sometimes the 
worst happens, why doesn’t he act?  
But God’s timing is not our timing 
and we can be sure he always has 
our best interests at heart, which 
we will understand in the fullness of 
time.  We just need to have pa-
tience and trust in the goodness of 
God and know that he is not some 
heartless God directing things from 
above but one who came to live 
among us and shared in our pain 
and wept with us with all the angry 
emotion we feel at the death of 
someone we love, but then brings 
Life. 

Sue Dulligall (Lay Minister)  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray... 
 

For our church family:  
• For Sandra our treasurer and the financial team at this difficult time 

• For all who are volunteering to help our communities  

• For Ellie Todd and the Comms team  

 
For the wider church:  
• For Michael and Ruth our Area Deans and all churches in Gloucester City 

Deanery 
• For all ministers who have to step back because of age or health concerns 

• For all health care chaplains 

 
For our schools 
• Calton Road Primary School, Sarah Bunce (Headteacher), Finlay Road Primary 

School, Rachel Lane and Hannah Williams (Headteachers), Tuffley Primary 
School, Will Greenwood (Headteacher), Ribston Hall High School, Sarah 
Columbini (Headteacher). Please pray for safety for all staff, children and 
families. 

 
For our community: 
• For those who are self isolating  

• For retail staff especially shops in our local communities  

• For the self employed and small business owners 

• For the Police working to keep our communities safe 

• The sick: Janet, Richard, Colin, Tim, Mick, Joan, Noel, Julia, Rachel,   

Christopher, Ray, Ruby, Clare, David, Kay, Alice, Lionel, Michael, Cate 
• Those who have died: June James, Susan Hiam, Mary Jordan and those who 

grieve. 
 

Parish office:  CLOSED to the public   
office@stbarnabasgloucester.org.uk 
 

Revd Sarah Todd (Curate) 07534 720160      stbarnabascurate@gmail.com   

Myra Bowen - Davies (Churchwarden) 302508  myrabowendavies@me.com 
 

Katherine Kear (Churchwarden) 528508   katherine@katherinekear.co.uk 

Prayers at home 
A short service at any time of day 

 
You may wish to light a candle and have 

some reflective music playing in the 
background 

 
The Lord is good, a strong refuge when 
trouble comes. God is close to those 
who trust in him. 
Nahum 1.7 
 

Opening Prayers 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your 
disciples, “I am with you always”.  Be 
with me today as I offer myself to you. 
Hear my prayers for others and for 
myself, and keep me in your care. 
 
O God help me to trust you 
Help me to know you are with me 
Help me to believe that nothing can 
separate me from you love 
Revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord 
 

Intercessions 
 
For those who are affected by Covid 
19, through illness, isolation or anxiety, 
that they may find relief and recovery 
Lord hear us 
Lord graciously hear us 
 
For those who are guiding our nation at 
this time and shaping national policies, 
That they may make wise decisions 
Lord hear us, 
Lord graciously hear us 
 
 

For doctors, nurses and medical 
researchers, that through their skill and 
insights many will be restored to health 
Lord hear us 
Lord graciously hear us 
 
For the vulnerable and the fearful, 
For the gravely ill and the dying, 
That they may know your comfort and 
peace: 
Lord hear us 
Lord, graciously hear us 
 
We commend ourselves, and all for 
whom we pray, to the mercy and 
protection of God. 
Amen 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
 

Prayers with children 
A prayer for a friend that is ill 

 
Dear God, N is ill. 
They are not able to play or have fun 
I’m sad because I miss them and am 
worried. 
They must feeling sad and lonely 
Please be close to them 
Please be with the people who are 
looking after them 
Please help then to get better and know 
that you love them 
Amen 
 

Prayers before bedtime 
 
God you are always with me 
Today I am feeling (name how you are 
feeling) because (name reasons why) 
Help me to remember you love me and 
are with me tonight and every day. 
Amen 


